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Volunteering with EducAid Sierra Leone
 
EducAid started a volunteer programme two years ago with individuals coming to Sierra Leone for various periods of time to offer their services.  In general the results have been excellent with significant contributions delivered to the programme.  Volunteers have come with genuine skills to offer.  They have engaged with the people they have been working with and for and have formed real and lasting friendships.  They have gone back to their respective countries, conscious of the needs here and gone in search of funding, clearly seeing themselves as still part of the EducAid family.  
 
However, not all have been this positive.  A few have come with romantic ideas of ‘helping poor people’, which have not had a solid grounding in reality.  They have not always thought clearly about what tangible skills they have to offer.  They have not always thought about the cost of their trip: if their real concern is to do good then perhaps the money would be better spent as a donation to the organisation or the time spent on fundraising at home?
 
We realise that experience of the developing world can be a life-changing one. We are particularly happy to have visitors from groups who have had a long relationship with EducAid and a clear and complimentary skill-set.  Therefore we have to find the right balance on a case-by-case basis.
 
It is only human and right to expect to get something from the experience.  It is also necessary to be realistic about what such an experience can offer to all concerned.
 
Please consider what your aims and expectations are when you are thinking of volunteering. We are very happy to discuss all of this with you. We will conduct a rigorous interview including discussion around these points for candidates progressing past the initial consideration phase.
 
Finance
EducAid does not charge a specific fee to volunteers but neither do resources exist to cover volunteers’ expenses.  Therefore, given that funding is our key constraint, we insist that volunteers contribute financially.  This means agreeing with EducAid a realistic assessment of what the visit will cost, which must be covered by the individual, and adding a level of additional funding for the programme. 









