[image: image1.jpg]


The Sierra Leonean Context 

According to the Human Development Report of 2007/2008, Sierra Leone has a 34.5% adult literacy rate, with less than 45% enrolment in secondary and tertiary education. These figures only reveal half the reality of the country ranked last on the Human Development Index. 

The West African Secondary School Certificate Examination or WASSCE as it is known is taken every year by Secondary school pupils in Sierra Leone producing increasingly worse results each year. In 2008, according to Awareness Times contributor, Fadel R Sesay, only 7% of the 23,000 Sierra Leonean candidates who attempted the WASSCE exams earned credits in four subjects or more which is the requirement for college admission. 

The importance of improving the education system is even starker when we look at the statistics relating to girls, most women are illiterate, and according to UNICEF only 1 in 5 girls finish secondary school. 


One partner in education describes the situation in Sierra Leone as an ‘education tsunami’ and calls for immediate action to “fix the time ticking time bomb of semi-literacy and ignorance”. 

What is EducAid in the UK?

EducAid is a family sized, UK based charity started in 1994 by two British students [Dr James Boardman – now consultant paediatrician, Imperial College; Swithun Mason – now Head of Finance, Standard Bank, Jersey] on their return from a university exchange trip.

EducAid is run by a team of three trustees Dr James Boardman, Swithun Mason and Rev. Mark Wallace and four others who provide administrative and fund-raising support.  All workers in the UK work on a voluntary basis.  They are unpaid.

What is EducAid in Sierra Leone?

EducAid runs the only free secondary schools in the whole country.  We started with 20 students on the back veranda of the house Miriam Mason-Sesay, Country Director, rented on her arrival in Sierra Leone in August 2000. 
In 2009, we now have a primary school and two junior secondary schools in the Port Loko District and one junior and senior secondary school in Freetown.  The schools cater for 1400+ war affected young people [local poor, displaced and refugees, orphaned and separated as well as girl mothers and ex-combatants].

Quantity is one thing.  Quality is another.  EducAid achieves among the highest results in the country in the public exams but also provides the only holistic education programmes training the youngsters in citizenship, critical thinking, teamwork and other life skills.

It is difficult to capture the human impact of the mission of EducAid but maybe these stories illustrate how many lives are turned around.
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Janet & Mabinty
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Janet Mbayo [right] & Mabinty Sesay [left] completed their studies at EducAid and decided to return as volunteer teachers.  They started a new branch of the EducAid Women’s Project in Rolal in September 2007, surprising even themselves as they went around the community persuading chiefs, parents and community leaders to allow their girls to come to school.  They established mathematics and English classes for them and have succeeded in encouraging many girls to take up their education once more, working with them until they can enter the main stream secondary school.

Both young women gained sponsorship from friends of EducAid.  Mabinty started Accounting studies in September 2008.  Janet will start training as a Community Health Worker in September 2009.
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Ezekiel Nonie

Due to his parents’ inability to pay his school fees, Ezekiel Nonie had been out of school for 7 years when he joined EducAid - a founder pupil.  Having completed his own secondary education and served as a junior member of staff in Rolal for a year, he received sponsorship from a friend of Educaid and will be completing his training as a teacher at the Milton Margai College of Education & Technology in the summer of 2009.  He will we hope be employed by EducAid in its Magbeni school in September 2009.
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Mealo Allieu - ex head-girl at EducAid Lumley.

Having grown up in the Wilberforce barracks in significantly constrained conditions, Mealo lost her father 2 weeks before she sat the BECE [Basic Education Certificate Examination] and lost her mother 2 weeks before sitting her WASSCE [West African Senior Secondary Certificate Examination].  Despite this she did well, thanks to the hard work she had already put into her studies. 
Through the generosity of a friend of EducAid, Mealo is now sponsored and is in her second year of tertiary studies at the Institute of Public Administration & Management in Freetown.

Augustine & Ibrahim
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Sierra Leone’s health and medical care is woefully inadequate, reflected in the extraordinary mortality statistics.

Augustine and Ibrahim, having achieved excellent grades in their senior secondary public exams, have both entered the College of Medicine and Health Studies to train as doctors.  It is a long and challenging task in any country.  In Sierra Leone it is doubly so with resources being meager, the correct books hard to come by and corrupt lecturers a commonplace.

Augustine Bundor [left] was living down the road from EducAid and sleeping on a disused freezer when he first came to the school.  He is highly intelligent and very hard-working.  On completion of his senior secondary studies he served for 2 years as a voluntary member of junior staff in Rolal and in that sense it was a great loss to the teaching staff when he gained sponsorship into the College of Medicine.  A friend of EducAid has taken the responsibility of paying his fees and maintenance and we wish him every luck.  
Ibrahim Fofanah [right] came to us having given up hope of finishing his education.  His father who was blind [he has since died] was incapable of raising the money for school fees.  Another very intelligent young man for whom it would have been criminal to think his education would top out at the equivalent of Yr 8 [12 yr old standard].  Ibrahim too served as a junior member of staff and was there identified as someone well worth sponsoring.  Another friend of EducAid has made this possible.

Abu Bakarr Koroma
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The untold stories of survival, resilience and overcoming extraordinary adversity: Abu Bakarr Koroma EducAid head-boy, lost many years of his education when he was forcibly drafted into the fighting factions and given command of over 40 young men.  When his life came back under his own control he did not sink to the edges of society as so many others have, he pushed to get the best education his efforts could possibly achieve.  He is pictured here doing one of his public exams.  This photo was taken 5 weeks after he nearly died of complications related to advanced TB and more.  He is a courageous and intelligent young man with real potential to be a genuine leader for good.

Moses Tholley 
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Moses had been out of school for three years when he joined EducAid. His separation from his parents during the war had confirmed that he would never complete his education.  They have both since died before he was able to see them again.
He knocked at the new school gates looking for work, only to be sent packing.  It was not a private residence as he had thought. This was a school.  He started asking questions……  

Moses was a founder pupil and in the first batch to sit public exams under EducAid. He did very well.  On completion of his senior secondary studies Moses taught in Rolal and was selected by yet another friend of EducAid for sponsorship to tertiary study.  He enters his final year of engineering next year and is the president elect of the Engineering Society at Fourah Bay College [a high honour].
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