Obai Santigie Mansaray 
Maronka is traditional but it is special and unusual in some ways too.  There is a different attitude in Maronka from most other villages around and this is due to the way the chief in Maronka leads his people.  
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Santigie
 discusses a difficult case and looks for a solution.
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What do you think makes 
Obai
 
Santigie
 a good chief?
What do the photographs tell us about the work of the chief?
On the front cover, the chief is dressed in a red shirt and a blue cap.  What can we tell from this photo about the chief’s relationship with his community?
What word best describes the chief’s relationship with the people?
Hostile     F
riendly     
I
ndifferent
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Obai
 
Santigie
, dressed in his ceremonial white, shows us the palm fruit ready to make palm oil
) (
Obai
 
Santigie
 outside his 
barrie
.
)[image: ]Obai Santigie Mansaray is the chief of Maronka and the surrounding villages.  Obai means ‘chief’.   While many chiefs use their position to order people around and live an easy life themselves, Obai Santigie in Maronka sees his role differently.  He is always the first person out to the farm to work and leads the others.   He lives just as the others in the village live and uses his position to protect, guide and encourage the others to live well.  It is also his responsibility to judge cases when complaints are brought to him.   He sits in his barrie [maybe this is the origin of the word barrister!] and listens to complaints of minor crimes and disputes.  He then advises people how to live well, to make peace and to make amends when they have done wrong.  He is a just and wise man.
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‘Live Links’ 
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