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EducAid Sierra Leone is a family sized UK based charity running the only free secondary schools in Sierra Leone.

EducAid is run by a small team of volunteers in the UK and a British teacher, a team of Sierra Leoneans and occasional visiting British volunteers in Sierra Leone.

Although we work with the most vulnerable and the poorest, EducAid achieves among the highest exam pass rates in the country. It prioritises the development of the whole person with a strong holistic and citizenship programme – unique in the country.
A significant and expanding aspect of the holistic programme involves communicating with partner schools in other parts of the world.  To date, this has been done largely through exchanges of work and ideas [video and written work].  We have also now started facilitating Skype discussions between classes.

EducAid has pre-prepared materials for UK schools on a range of topics:

· Exploring a community [a case study of the Maronka village where our primary school is – usable in maths, English, citizenship and RE]

· Building good citizens [with materials relating to youth violence and overcoming it in Sierra Leone and western countries]

· Enterprise [with materials relating to the presentation of Africa and young people in the media]

……& more.

EducAid works with partner schools:
· to assist in building genuine partnerships with our schools in Sierra Leone; 

· to avoid paternalistic and patronising relationships;

· to develop appreciation for other cultures;
· to develop an awareness of the dangers of bad aid;
· to develop awareness of what other cultures [Sierra Leonean in particular] can teach the developed world
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EducAid needs the financial assistance of its partners. As a very small charity, EducAid survives by donations from schools, churches and private donors.  We are therefore always looking for schools as partners who are in a position to do fund-raising for us.  However, we are conscious of the multiple requests that many schools receive, so we aim to be good quality partners and support in any way that we can to make fund-raising an educational experience rather than a ‘grab and run’.

Miriam Mason-Sesay taught in the UK for eight years before she moved to Sierra Leone to start the EducAid schools.  She therefore understands well the needs of both sides of a partnership between schools in developed and less developed countries.

Miriam visits the UK for fund-raising trips each year and provides our partner schools with the support they need.  She will conduct assemblies, workshops, off-timetable days with year groups, discussions with class groups etc as each school requires.

EducAid Lumley in the early days [2000]

 EducAid Lumley in 2009



EducAid students learn independently, taking responsibility for their own progress using excellent pre-prepared materials.


Perhaps understandably, the children I teach know very little about the world beyond their homes and the county boundary. In such circumstances, it is easy for them to believe that everyone in the world lives a similar life to the one they experience so learning about the life and needs of others, from someone who is so completely and passionately involved in them, is a truly eye-opening, ear-opening and mind-altering event! Miriam’s understanding, enthusiasm and commitment illuminate her delivery and our students were spellbound. As well as a realisation that people, wherever they may be share a great deal when it comes to hopes, fears and dreams, our students, some for the first time, came to find within themselves a need to do something to make the world a better place and saw that they, personally, could act and contribute to a greater good.


Rob Lane, Deputy Head.


Brannel School, Cornwall








Our students have really loved working with EducAid. They were spellbound by the live video-link with students in Freetown. EducAid’s materials are strong, Miriam’s presentations are powerful and children relate to them. Students know that all the money goes to improving young people’s lives and teachers know that EducAid’s pedagogy is great and that the charity addresses extreme poverty with doggedness, sound principles and sensitivity. We are proud to support students in this project.


Roland Howard, Deputy Head. North Oxfordshire Academy








If you are interested in bringing the curriculum to life and educating with EducAid: building real partnerships and live links between your school and the EducAid schools, please contact Miriam on � HYPERLINK "mailto:miriam@educaid.org.uk" ��miriam@educaid.org.uk�










